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menced by an attack on Baj Baj, a small strong fort on
the left bank of the Hooghly, about ten miles below
Calcutta. Olive wished to convey the troops to the
point of attack by water, but Watson insisted upon land-
ing them at Moidapore. The force marched all night,
through a low swampy country covered with jungle, and
reached the vicinity of Baj Baj in the morning in an ex-
hausted condition. Two hours after its arrival it was
attacked by Manik Chund, the Governor of Calcutta.
The attack was a surprise; the men were lying down
after their sixteen hours' march, no sentries were
posted, and disaster was only averted by dive's pres-
ence of mind and determined courage. The English,
fighting at a disadvantage, suffered heavy loss, and the
action was not decided until a lucky shot went through
Manik Chund's turban and prompted a retreat. Clive
has been justly blamed for not taking the most ordinary
precautions to guard against surprise. Watson must
equally be blamed for risking the success of the enter-
prise by landing Clive and the Company's troops at
Moidapore. In the evening one of those incidents
which sometimes occur in wars of this nature gave Clive
the fort without firing another shot. A drunken sailor
crossed the ditch, and, scrambling over the parapet,
shouted that he had taken the place. He was quickly
joined by the advanced guard, and it was then dis-
covered that the enemy had evacuated the fort and
gone off towards Calcutta.
You must know (Olive writes to Pigot) our march from
Moidapore to the northward of Baj Baj was much against
my inclinations. I applied to the Admiral for "boats to land
us at tlie place we arrived at after sixteen hours* march by